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WHAT YOU SHOULD FOCUS ON

In this chapter, you will learn about the basic ideas of
can government is organized and oper-

ates.

The main challenge of the “Framers”
(writers) of the new Constitution was to
strike a balance between the powers of
the federal and state governments with-
out threatening the rights of individual
citizens. To meet this challenge, the au-
thors of the Constitution created a docu-
ment that would help to delicately bal-
ance these two important goals.

As you read this chapter, you will

learn about:

the U.S. Constitution and how the Ameri-

With George Wasington presiding,

e

the new U. 8. Constitution.

delegates sign

The Principles of the

U.S. Constitution
The new U.S. Constitu-
tion provided a strong
government. This gov-
ernment  was to  be
based on certain princi-
ples. Federalism, the sep-

aration of powers, and a
system of checks and
balances would assure
that no one branch of

government
ered the others.

overpow-

The Federal

Government
The federd (national)
government created un-
der the Constitution was
divided  into  three
branches: a legislature
(Congress), an executive
(the Presidency), and a
judiciary (the Federa/
courts). Each was orga-
nized and operated dif-
ferently.

Constitutional
Protection of
Individual Rights
To. protect the rights of
individual citizens, the
first Congress added ten
amendments, which be-
came known as the Biil
of Rights. Later, other
important protections of
individual rights were
added.

In studying this chapter, you should focus on the fol

% How did the Constitution create a strong central

vidual liberties?

¢
°o

7/
o

How does our federal system of government work?

lowing questions:

government without threatening indi-

How are individual rights protected by the Constitution and Bill of Rights?
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PRINCIPLES OF THE U. S. CONSTITUTION

In this section you will read about the basic ideas
found in the U.S. Constitution.

THINK ABOUT IT

Describe one way you have been affected by each level of government:

National Government:

State Government:

Local Government:

Important Terms and Concepts: As you read this section, look for the following:

4 Popular Sovereignty 4 Concurrent Powers
4 Preamble 4 Separation of Powers
4 Federalism 4 Checks and Balances
4 Delegated Powers 4 Elastic Clause

4 Reserved Powers 4+ Amendments

To help you find these terms, this symbol 4 appears. in the margin where the term is first
Lexplained. J

To correct the problems of the Articles of Confederation, the writers of the U. S, Constitution
had to rethink the whole idea of what a government is supposed to be.

THE PROBLEMS OF CREATING A NATIONAL GOVERNMENT

WHAT IS A GOVERNMENT?

Human beings are social; they need to live with others in groups or communities. As a result,
communities must make rules to settle disagreements among members, and to protect the com-
munity from those who violate the rules. The organization set up for these purposes is called a
government. Just as a captain guides a ship, a government guides the members of a community
in their dealings with each other and outsiders. All governments are given powers to carry out
their authority over the members of society. These powers include:

an executive power
to carry out the laws

a legislative power
to make the laws

a judicial power
to interpret the laws
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WHAT KIND OF GOVERNMENT SHOULD BE CREATED?

Creating a government is a matter of great concern to each of us. How much power can we give
to a government without it threatening our liberties? This question helps you to appreciate the
difficulty facing the people who established our system of government. The members of the Con-

remain in the hands of the people, who would choose their OWR representatives. After making
this decision, the delegates next had to concern themselves with how power was going to be
shared between a national government and the state governments. Finally, the authors of the
Constitution had to decide what the goals of the new national government would be, how the
representatives would be chosen, and what their particular powers would be.

should be to protect the rights of the members of the community, especially the rights to “life,
liberty and the pursuit of happiness.” The Preamble of the Constitution spelled out the specific
goals of our national government — to ensure internal peace, to promote the general welfare, to
provide for the nation’s defense, and to establish justice.
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Constitution was adopted. The Twenty-seventh Amendment, dealing with raising the salaries of
members of Congress, was proposed nearly 200 years ago and was only recently ratified by the
states.

Articlel: setsupalegisla-
tive branch, known as
Congress, to make the

Articlell:setsupanexecu-

tive branch to carry out the
laws. The leader of the
Executive Branch is the
President of the U.S.

Article lll: sets up ajudicial

branch to interpret the
laws. The most important
court in the judicial branch
is the Supreme Court.

‘ Article IV: describes the ob-

ligations of the states, and £
how new states are to be I
admitted into the United

Article V: describes the
ways that the Consti-
tution can be changed.
This is known as the

Article VI: establishes the

Supremacy of federal laws
and treaties over state
laws, and guarantees pay-

Article VII: describes
how the U.S. Constitu-
tion was to be approved.
This is known as the

Amendments: These are 4
changes made to the Con-
stitution since it was

. T adopted.
“amending process.” ment of the public debt. “ratification” process. P

B T BT B RSN = m i =T =

Defined the lines
between the powers of the
national and state govern-

ments

Established the
institutions of our
national government

THE IMPORTANCE
" OFTHEU.S.
CONSTITUTION

Encouraged the solu-
tion of disputes and
social change by legal
and political methods

Provided a written
fundamental law; gave
the Supreme Court power
to interpret it

Guaranteed the basic
rights of individuals
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CONSTITUTIONAL PRINCIPLES

POPULAR SOVEREIGNTY

The Constitution is considered the supreme law of the nation.
It is based on the idea of popular sovereignty (the will of the peo-
ple) in which the people decide, by majority rule, what they
want. This principle is stated in the first section of the Consti-
tution, called the Preamble (introduction). Its opening words,
“We the People ...” tell us that the right to form a government
comes from the people and that the authors of the Constitution
were acting as the representatives of the American people. The
rest of the Preamble states what the authors believed should be
the goals of the new government.

We, the people of the United

States, in order to form a more

perfect Union,

® establish justice,

® insure domestic tranquillity,

® provide for the common dy-
fense,

® promote the general welfare,

® and secure the blessings of
liberty to ourselves and our
Pposterity,

do ordain and establish this

Constitution for the United

States of America,

FEDERALISM

The writers of the Constitution knew that under the Articles of
Confederation the national government was too weak. However they still feared giving it too

tween the national government and the state governments. This division of powers is called fed-
eralism. The national government deals with matters that affect the whole country, as well as re-
lations among the states. The terms “national,” “federal,” and “central” government all refer to
the government in Washington, D. C. The state governments handle their own local affajrs.

MONROE
COUNTY
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The powers to govern are shared as follows:

Delegated Powers: powers which the Constitution gives exclusively (only) to the national gov-
ernment.

<+

Reserved Powers: powers which were reserved (képt) by the states and belong exclusively to 4

the state governments.

DELEGATED CONCURRENT RESERVED
POWERS POWERS POWERS

(NATIONAL) (BOTH) (STATES)

e declare war * levy taxes * regulate education

* negotiate treaties s define crimes and ¢ grant licenses

¢ issue money their punishment ° provide police and

¢ regulate interstate * determine voting fire protection
and foreign trade qualifications * regulate the sale
maintain  military * borrow money of property within
forces the state

, there were
bound to be conflicts between the national government and the various state governments. An-

ticipating such conflicts, they added Article VI, known as the Supremacy Clause. This article
states that the Constitution is the law of the nation. It was on the basis of this clause that the
Supreme Court declared that national laws were supreme over state Jaws,

The Shrine at the
National Archives
contains the
Declaration of
Independence,
the Constitution, and
the Bill of Rights.
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SEPARATION OF POWERS 4

Because the authors of the Constitution feared leaving too much power in the hands of one gov-
ernment, they also separated the three main powers of the national government into different
branches — the legislative (the power to make laws), the executive (the power to carry out laws),
and the judicial (the power to interpret laws). This separation made it difficult for any one person
or branch of government to become too powerful. State governments, like New York State, also
follow the same model of separating powers among three branches.

SEPARATION OF POWERS

Gg\‘}gllq?q'xngﬁr Congress President Supreme Court
ngaryeo%i State Legislature Governor Court of Appeals
Cﬁ[?ggR%TA State Legislature Governor Supreme Court

The courtroom
in which the nine
Supreme Court
Justices hear
cases

CHECKS AND BALANCES 4
In order to prevent any one of the three branches from becoming too powerful, the Constitution
gave each branch ways to stop or “check” the other branches. For example, the Senate must ap-
prove most Presidential appointments, while the President may veto bills passed by Congress. In
this way, power is kept in “balance” among the branches.



UawuIa

ne sy |
LNIANITAOD 40 ¥IMOd HI, NO SIINIT

-AO3 [BI9p3) a3 jo sxomod duyroads 93 INO []ads 031 218D 18213 Joo3 uonnsuo)) Y3 JO sI0

Siusuuloddy fejuspisay 100fay
S[eIO sAowaY pue yoeaduy

) SUNOQ Jamo ysigelsg
SMVT 3HL S1IHGHIIN] Suolsiosg unoY uinpang o) Sjuswipuswy asodo.y
.LHﬂOO ‘01 Y3MOdJ SYH SSIHHNOD SMVT IHL STNVI
JNIHdNS 1HN0D IW3HdNS 34, Y0375 SS3IHONOD

jeuonmsuoy
SI MmeTy | sproag
‘Ol H3IMOd SvH
14N02 INIH4NS

safjeal ] jesdiojy;
feuonnisuoy aiy suonoy 8pioaQg
‘0L H3aIMOdJ SyH
14N00 3n3Yydns

9A0WSY pue yoeadw)
Siuawyutoddy fefuapisaly
pue saneas) 10sloy
OloA fenuapiseld apuisaQ
*O1 HIMOC SYH SSIHONOD

SMV1 3HL $30HO4NZ
AN3AIS3Hd

SALVYIJdOWILSAS
SIONVIVE ANV SHI3HH 3HL MOH

LINIWNYIAOD 40O WILSAS TVYNOILNLILSNOD ¥NO 0g



OUR CONSTITUTIONAL SYSTEM OF GOVERNMENT 51

ample, the Constitution does not specifically give Congress the power to set up a national
bank. But the Constitution does give Congress the power to collect taxes and to regulate in-
terstate commerce (trade). In order to exercise these powers, Congress might decide that it
is “necessary and proper” to establish a national bank, even though the power to establish a
national bank is not specifically mentioned in the Constitution.

B The Constitution also says that both the national and state governments are pre-
vented from taking certain actions. These are called the Denied Powers

e To suspend the writ of

* To pass ex post facto laws ¢ To print money
habeas corpus ¢ To pass bills of attainder ¢ To enter into treaties
¢ To spend money without ¢ To grant titles of nobility ¢ To tax imports
Congressional approval e To tax exports e To tax the federal
» To give preference to one * To deny people due process government
state over another of law e To declare war

FLEXIBILITY

Although it was written over 200 years ago, the Constitution has been able to keep up with the
changing needs of the country. Changing interpretations of the Constitution, especially by the
U.S. Supreme Court, have helped adapt the Constitution to new conditions. For example, the
delegated power to regulate interstate commerce has been interpreted to mean that Congress can
pass a minimum wage law, since products made by workers in one state can be sold in another
state. Another way the Constitution keeps pace is through the process of amendment (an addi-
tion to or change in the text of the Constitution). To prevent changes for unimportant reasons, the
amending process was made far more difficult than passing an ordinary law. It is only when there
is a general demand for fundamental change that amendments get ratified. One example was the
widespread public demand in the 1970s for 18-year-olds to have the right to vote.

*
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THE AMENDMENT PROCESS: THE MOST COMMON METHOD
1. AMENDMENT IS PROPOSED BY:

(2/3 vote of both houses of Congress)
TO THE 50 STATES

2. AMENDMENT IS APPROVED BY:

3/4 of the state legislatures '
(37 States)

Y

Now that you have read this section, are there any additional jobs you think each leve] of
government should have?

National Government:

State Government:

Local Government:

— J
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Directions: Complete the following cards.

Then answer the multiple-choice questions.

FEDERALISM

Definition:

Give an example:

SEPARATION OF POWERS

Definition:

Give an example:

CONCURRENT POWERS

Definition:

Give an example:

According to the principle of “popular sover-
eignty,” political power rests with the

3 President
4 people

1 Supreme Court
2 Congress

Which is an example of a “delegated power” of
the national government?

1 setting speed limits on state roads

2 building schools

3 regulating interstate commerce

4 determining the price of goods

An example of a “reserved power” held by the
state governments is the power to

1 establish post offices 3 coin money

2 set marriage qualifications 4 raise an army

An example of a “concurrent power” of both
the state and national governments is to

1 collect taxes 3 establish foreign policy
2 declare war 4 print money

The “elastic clause” of the U.S. Constitution
refers to powers of
1 the states

2 the President

3 Congress
4 the Supreme Court

CHECKS AND BALANCES

Definition:

Give an example:

6. The basic purpose of constitutional checks and

balances is to

1 protect the states from invasion by foreign
governments

2 prevent any one branch of the federal gov-
ernment from becoming too strong

3 enable the federal government's power to
grow

4 provide a written guarantee of the rights of
each citizen

State laws that govern teenage driving in differ-
ent parts of the United States provide an exam-
ple of

1 checks and balances

2 popular sovereignty

3 areserved power

4 a delegated power

A basic feature of a “federal” system of govern-

ment is that it

1 punishes citizens who break the law

2 divides power between the national and state
governments

3 has an elected national court system

4 makes sure all minorities receive equal pay




54 OUR CONSTITUTIONAL SYSTEM OF GOVERNMENT

THE FEDERAL GOVERNMENT

In this section you will read about the three branches
of the U.S. government and how they are organized.

m THINK ABOUT IT -

The Constitution divides the power of government into separate parts or branches: the leg-
islative, executive, and judicial. What do you think is the major job of each?

Legislative: Executive: Judicial:

Important Terms and Concepts: As you read this section, look for the following:

4 Branches of Government 4 Judicial Review
4+ Electoral College 4 Unwritten Constitution

4 The federal government is divided into three branches (parts):

LEGISLATIVE
BRANCH:

JUDICIAL
BRANCH:

EXECUTIVE
BRANCH:

— CONGRESS — — SUPREME COURT —

— PRESIDENT —

Makes laws Carries out laws Interprets laws

Let’s take a closer look at each of these three branches of government.

CONGRESS: THE LEGISLATIVE BRANCH

The legislative branch of the federal government is called Congress. Congress consists of two
parts, called “houses” — the Senate and the House of Representatives.

Total Members 435 members 100 members

Population: the more people living in the Two from each state, no matter what the

Determined by state, the more Representatives the state has size of the state’s population
Length of Term 2 years 6 years

® introduces spending bills e conducts impeachment trials
Special Powers @ selects a President if the Electoral ® approves Presidential appointments

College fails to do so e ratifies (approves) treaties
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POWERS OF CONGRESS

Congress has the power to make laws. All laws start out as bills (proposed laws).

55

G

HOW A BILL BECOMES A LAW

BEn
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The law-making process was deliberately made complicated, so that only well-supported bills
would become laws. Once a bill is passed and is signed by the President, it becomes part of the law
of the land. All citizens must obey it. Those who do not may face fines and even imprisonment.

THE PRESIDENCY: THE EXECUTIVE BRANCH

The executive power — the power to carry out laws — is given to the President.

QUALIFICATIONS AND TERM OF OFFICE

The President must either be born in the United States or have parents who are U.S. citizens,
and must be at least 35 years old. The President is elected for a four-year term. As a result of the
Twenty-second Amendment, adopted in 1951, the President is limited to two terms in office.

CHOOSING PRESIDENTIAL CANDIDATES

The road to the Presidency is long and difficult. Usually a person must first win the nomination
of one of the two major political parties — the Democrats or Republicans. To do this, candidates
enter primaries (state-wide elections between rivals from the same political party). The more prima-
ries a candidate wins, the more delegates will vorte for him or her at the party’s national conven-
tion. To be nominated, a candidate must win a majority of delegates at the natiorial convention.

THE PRESIDENTIAL CAMPAIGN

The candidates give speeches and get exposure on television, radio and newspapers in a wide-
ranging campaign. The campaign ends on Election Day, the first Tuesday in November, when
citizens go into voting booths throughout the country to elect the next President.

The Election. in November, the candidate
must win enough popular votes in enough
states to obtain a majority (270) of Elector-
al College votes. '

The Campaign. The candidate starts a 12-

15 week campaign, delivering speeches,

making personal appearances, and getting
{ Mentioned in the news media.

V4

The National Convention. The candi-
date must win a majority of delegates at
the convention, and make an acceptance
speech that unites the party.

V4

candidate runs
in as many primary elections as possible,
seeking to win delegates to the national
convention.

Entering The Race. By early January of
the year of election, a person will “official-
y” announce his or her candidacy.
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THE ELECTORAL COLLEGE ELECTS THE PRESIDEN T

In 1787, the Framers of the Constitution did not trust the common people enough to let them
elect the President directly. Instead, they turned the selection of the President over to a group
known as electors. Electors chosen from each state make up the Electoral College. On Election
Day, when citizens vote for a President, they are really voting for electors. The candidate who gets
the most votes in each state gets all of that state’s electors — a “winner take all” arrangement.

B The number of electors from each state is equal to the numbers of its Representatives in
the House combined with the number of its Senators. To become President, a candidate
must win a majority (270 votes) of the votes in the Electoral College.

M If no candidate receives a majority of electoral votes, the election is then decided in the
House of Representatives, where the winner must recejve a majority of state votes (26).
Each state has only one vote.

THE PRESIDENT’S ROLES

Today, the President has many responsibilities. Political scientists (people who study government)
say that the President “wears many hats, one for each job.”

THE FEDERAL COURTS: THE JUDICIAL BRANCH

The Supreme Court and the other federal courts make up the judicial branch. It is their respon-
sibility to interpret the laws. They try cases involving federal laws. The President nominates all
federal judges, but they must be approved by the Senate. The highest court in the nation, the Su-
preme Court, has nine members. Like all federal judges, Supreme Court Justices hold office for
life, to protect their decisions from political interference. The Supreme Court’s most important
power is known as Judicial Review, which allows the Court to decide whether laws or govern-
ment actions go against what is written in the Constitution. If the Supreme Court decides that a
law is not constitutional, the law becomes void and can no longer be enforced.

4

4
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THE ORGANIZATION OF THE FEDERAL AND STATE COURTS

T - R

U.S. Court of Claims U.S. COURT - STATE APPELLATE
and other OF APPEALS : COURTS
specialized courts

HIGHER STATE
COURTS

FEDERAL AGENCIES GENERAL TRIAL
(Environmental COURTS
Protection Agency,
Federal Trade
Commission, etc.)

LOWER COURTS
(Municipal, Traffic,

Route Small Claims, etc.)

Appeals

Appeals to the U.S. Supreme Court from state courts can only be made on federal issues, such as
a denial of constitutional rights.

THE UNWRITTEN CONSTITUTION

‘The operation of the U.S. government today is based on many customs, traditions and practices
<4 that were not written into the Constitution. These are called the unwritten constitution, and
make up an important part of our present-day system of government.

The Cabinet. The Constitu-
tion gave the President power
to appoint people to assist
him. Washington and later
Presidents came to rely on
these people — known as the
Cabinet — for advice. :

Political Parties. People
from different regions and
backgrounds, who usually
share common beliefs and
goals, raise funds for their
candidates’ campaigns.

UNWRITTEN
CONSTITUTION

Committee System.
Committees help Congress
select the most important
bills from the thousands

Outside Influences. Pressure proposed. They hold

groups, who hire agents called hearings, and discuss and

lobbyists, urge legislators to \ evaluate bills.

pass certain laws. The press

plays a vitaf role, informing the

public and acting as a "watch-

nd0g" over government actions

Judicial Review. In an early
case, the Supreme Court held
that it has the power to review
federal and state laws to de-
termine if they are in keeping
with the Constitution.
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— SIS ~

Were you correct in identifying the jobs of each branch of government!?
your corrections on the lines below.

If not, make

Legislative:

Executive:

Judicial:

.

ECKING YOUR UNDERSTANDIN

Directions: Complete the following cards. Then answer the multiple-choice questions.

BRANCHES OF GOVERNMENT JUDICIAL REVIEW

How many are there? What is it?

What is the job of each?

Why is it important?

ELECTORAL COLLEGE UNWRITTEN CONSTITUTION
What is its main job? What is it?
What happens if no candidate gets a majority List 3 examples: 1.

vote in the Electoral College?
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i been
THE BILL OF RIGHTS
One of the most important features of the Constitution is the protection it provides to individu-
als. Individual liberties are specifically spelled out and guaranteed in the Constitution.
. RIGHTS PROTECTED IN THE ORIGINAL CONSTITUTION
Vs Some rights were protected by the original Constitution. For example, the federal and state gov-
ernments were prohibited from passing certain laws:
B No Ex Post Facto laws. Neither the federal nor the state governments may punish an in- <4
dividual for doing something that was not already a crime at the time it was committed.
B No suspension of the Writ of Habeas Corpus except during invasion or rebellion. A 4
writ of habeas corpus is a court order to release a prisoner who is being held without be-
al ing properly charged with a crime. The government cannot stop such releases in ordinary
times.
y B No Bills of Attainder. The Constitution prohibits Congress from passing laws convicting

individual citizens of particular crimes.

THE NEED FOR A BILL OF RIGHTS (1791)

When the Constitution was sent to the states for approval, many citizens feared the new national
government would use its powers against the people. They demanded the addition of a “Bill of
Rights” guaranteeing individual liberties. The Constitution was ratified without it, but shortly
thereafter ten amendments were ratified and became part of the Constitution. Because many of
our basic freedoms are protected by these amendments, they are called the Bill of Rights. <+

The Bill of Rights
1st Amendment  Guarantees freedoms of religion, speech, and the press, and rights to peacefully assemble and petition
2nd Amendment  Guarantees the right to keep and bear arms
3rd Amendment  Prohibits the quartering of soldiers in one’s home
4th Amendment  Prohibits “unreasonable” searches and seizures
5th Amendment ~ Contains guarantees and prohibitions:

* no citizen may be deprived of life, liberty or property without due process of law
(legal procedures carried out according to established rules, such as a fair trial)
* requires grand jury indictments (formal charge for committing a serious crime)
* prohibits double jeopardy (being tried twice for the same crime)
* prohibits self-incrimination (individuals may not be forced to give evidence against
themselves)
6th Amendment  Guarantees that those accused of a crime have the right to:
* aspeedy trial by jury
* confront accusers
* be represented by a lawyer
7th Amendment ~ Guarantees a jury trial in many civil cases
8th Amendment  Prohibits excessive bail and cruel and unusual punishment
9th Amendment  The listing of some Constitutional rights does not mean that people do not have other rig
.40t Amend ts not delegated to the federal.

hts
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THE FOURTEENTH AMENDMENT

The Bill of Rights originally protected individuals only from the actions of the federal govern-
ment. It had no effect on the state governments and provided no protection against their actions,
4 After the Civil War, Congress proposed the Fourteenth Amendment (1868) to grant citizenship

to former slaves, and also to protect all citizens from abuses by state governments. It has accom-
plished this in two ways:

4 B Due Process Rights. The state governments must follow the same procedures as the
federal government when arresting, searching, and convicting persons accused of a crime.,
States cannot take away freedom of expression except for the same narrow reasons that
the federal government can. Due process rights also include the “right to privacy.”

4 n Equal Protection Rights. The Fourteenth Amendment also guarantees “equal pro-
tection” of the laws. This means governments cannot treat some groups differently
unless there is an overriding reason. For example, governments can refuse to give

three-year-olds the right to vote because they are not mature enough, but cannot
deny women the right to vorte.

OTHER IMPORTANT RIGHTS

Besides the Bill of Rights and the Fourteenth Amendment, several other amendments help to

protect important individual rights. For example, the Thirteenth Amendment outlawed slavery
in 1865. Other amendments that protect individual rights include the following:

Other Amendments Protecting Individual Rights

15th Amendment  Guaranteed freed slaves the right to vote (1870)

17th Amendment Changed the election of Senators from selection by state legislatures
to direct election by voters (1913)

19th Amendment  Gave women the right to vote (1920)

23rd Amendment  Gave residents of Washington DC the right to vote for President (1961)

24th Amendment  Prohibited poll taxes in federal elections (1964)

26th Amendment  Gave individuals the right to vote upon reaching the age of 18 (1972)
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— ST

What do you think is your most important right?

Why?

HECKING YOUR UNDERSTANDIN

Directions: Complete the following cards. Then answer

the multiple-choice questions.

BILL OF RIGHTS

What is it?

Some rights it protects: 1.

2. B 3.

1 The purpose of the first ten amendments to the | 5
U.S. Constitution was to ‘
1 provide a strong judicial branch
2 protect the rights of individuals
3 assure citizens of fair elections
4 maintain a powerful army

2 The Bill of Rights was added to the U.S, Consti-
tution in order to protect
1 corporations 3 states
2 individuals 4 foreign governments

3 Which right is guaranteed by the Bill of Rights
of the U.S. Constitution?
1 voting in elections 3 attending school
2 working at a job 4 speaking freely

4 The expression “due process of law” refers to

1 the right of the Supreme Court to declare
laws to be unconstitutional

2 the power of the police to arrest suspicious
individuals

3 protections given citizens against unfair gov-
ernment actions

4 bills which have been passed by Congress

FOURTEENTH AMENDMENT

What is it?

How does it protect people?

The Fourteenth Amendment was important be-
cause, in addition to granting citizenship to for-
merly enslaved peoples, it specifically

1 guaranteed women the right to vote

2 abolished the poll tax

3 guaranteed equal protection under the lays

4 provided protection against illegal searches

After the Civil War, the adoption of the Four-

teenth Amendment led to

1 the protection of citizens against unfair ac-
tions by state governments

2 the loss of equal rights for minorities

an expansion of the power of the states to tax

4 a narrowing of the role of the federal govern-
ment

o

An important effect of the Fourteenth Amend-

ment was that it

I extended Bill of Rights protections to include
actions by state governments

2 permitted states to define United States citi-
zenship in their own state

3 made state governments less democratic

4 reduced the control of the federal govern-
ment over the states
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Directions: Confirm your understanding of the important terms and concepts in this chapter. Check those you
can explain. For those you are not sure of, find the 4 symbol in the margin next to the term and review it.

st -

O Constitution Q Concurrent Powers U Unwritten Constitution
U Government Q Supremacy Clause U Cabinet
Q Legislative Power Q Separation of Powers U Political Parties
Q Executive Power Q Checks and Balances U Ex Post Facto Laws
Q Judicial Power U Elastic Clause Q Writ of Habeas Corpus
O Popular Sovereignty U Amendment Q Bill of Rights
O Federalism U National Convention U Fourteenth Amendment
U Delegated Powers Q Electoral College U Due Process Rights
LE] Reserved Powers Q Judicial Review Q Equal Protection Rights J

Directions: Fill in the information called for in the following organizers.

Federalism:

PRINCIPLES
OF THE U. s.
CONSTITUTION

LIBERTIES PROTECTED BY
THE BILL OF RIGHTS




